
Thought for the Day Mark 5: 21-43 

 Today’s gospel reading is a familiar story.  Jesus has been 

followed by great crowds of people for some time.  He has just been on 

the other side of the Sea of Galilee in the country of the Gerasenes 

where he had encountered the man known as Legion and cast out his 

demons.  Legion was grateful but the people had begged Jesus to leave, 

so he got back into the boat and came back across the lake.  

 As soon as he lands, he is in demand again.  This time it is Jairus, 

a senior leader from the synagogue who comes to Jesus saying he 

needs help as his young daughter is gravely ill.  Jesus goes to help but 

on his way he feels someone touch the hem of his garment and so we 

get the story within a story.  The old woman who has been afflicted for 

many years.  She has never met Jesus, but has heard stories about him 

and that was enough for her to believe that if she just touched him, she 

would be made well. Jesus stops to find out who it was that had touched 

him, the woman is afraid but says it is her.  Jesus tells her that she will 

be well and she is.   

 During this interlude Jairus is told the news that no parent ever 

wants to hear.  Don’t bother Jesus it’s too late, your daughter is dead. 

How does Jairus feel, what might he be thinking? He is an important 

man used to people doing his bidding without delay.  Now in his hour of 

great need, Jesus hasn’t rushed to his daughter’s aid, brushing 

everyone aside in haste.  On the contrary he spends time finding out 

about an old, poor woman, whose condition would bar her from the 

society of the day.  We don’t know if Jairus said anything, vented his 

anger, showed disappointment or not.  We do know that Jesus told him, 

“Do not fear, simply believe” (v36).  

 There is an echo here with the story of Lazarus, recounted in the 

Gospel according to St John (John 11: 1-44), when Martha comes to 

Jesus agitated about her brother.  When Jesus gets the message that 

he is ill, he doesn’t immediately rush to him, but stays where he was 

another two days.  Martha comes to meet Jesus and says that if Jesus 

had been there sooner her brother would not have died. When he 

arrives at the house, her sister Mary says the same to him. Jesus raises 

Lazarus from the dead and tells the sisters to unbind him and let him go.   

 In today’s reading Jesus raises the little girl from the dead and tells 

her parents to give her something to eat.  In the midst of family joy and 



amazement Jesus is very practical.  Lazarus needs unbinding as he is 

likely to fall over and hurt himself, the little girl needs something to eat to 

sustain her body and grow stronger. What is very different is that in the 

case of Lazarus, Jesus says and does things for the sake of the crowds 

that are there, so that they understand; in the case of Jairus’ daughter, 

Jesus keeps the number of people who witness this miracle to an 

absolute minimum and also tells them not to tell anyone about it. How 

difficult that must have been for the relieved and thankful parents, after 

all who wouldn’t want to tell everyone about the amazing thing that had 

happened. 

 Both these accounts point to the need to wait.  Waiting is 

something we are not very good at these days, when we have lots of 

technology giving instant gratification, and we are encouraged from a 

young age to keep busy and active.  If we have to “go on a waiting list” 

we worry about how long we might have to wait.  We might begrudge 

those who are ahead of us in the queue.  What have they done 

differently to get noticed first?  The theologian W H Vanstone reminds us 

that “…any kind of waiting presupposes some kind or degree of caring”. 

(The Stature of Waiting p137). Jairus cares about his daughter, Martha 

and Mary care about their brother; Jesus cares about the poor old 

woman who has waited twelve years to be healed. 

 As Christians we too need to learn to wait.  We may eagerly await 

the coming of the Kingdom, of receiving God’s glory, but we must wait.  

Our period of waiting is a time to share our talents and try to do something 

to help someone else, to give time and consideration to others. But we 

must remember that just as we need to be active, we need to spend time in 

stillness, quietly reading the Bible, praying, thinking about God, so we don’t 

feel spiritually weak and we have both the energy to live out our faith and 

the endurance to wait for the Lord.  

  

  

  


